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L'AQUILA, September 14 - 19 2026 
 

RULES 
 
The I Solisti Aquilani Chamber Orchestra, in collaboration with I Musici, I Solisti Veneti, I Virtuosi Italiani, the 
Camerata Ducale di Vercelli, Wiener KammerOrchester, the Academy of St Martin in the Fields, Associazione 
Artes and CIDIM, presents the first edition of the “Vittorio Antonellini” International Conducting Competition. 
 
The competition consists of five (6) days of rehearsals, preceded by an eliminatory phase in which the 
candidates will be judged on audio/video recordings. 
 
All live phases of the competition will be performed with the I Solisti Aquilani Orchestra in L’Aquila.  
 
The jury is chaired by Maestro Salvatore Accardo. 
 
Candidates may submit their applications from Wednesday February the 4th, 2026, to Sunday July 12, 2026.  
 
The candidates admitted to the live phase will be notified by July 31, 2026. 
As an international competition aimed at helping emerging conductors develop their careers, the “Vittorio 
Antonellini” International Competition provides numerous opportunities for winners and significant media 
exposure for all admitted candidates. 
The prizes consist of € 8.500 scholarship and concerts with the following institutions: I Solisti Aquilani, I Solisti 
Veneti, I Virtuosi Italiani, the Camerata Ducale di Vercelli and the Wiener KammerOrchester. 
 
The diverse backgrounds and prestige of the personalities and institutions involved guarantees a wide range 
of opportunities for participants, a unique feature in the current panorama of conducting competitions. 
 
1. GENERAL INFORMATION 
1a. The competition is open to musicians of all nationalities, genders, born after February the 1st 1987. 
1b. The competition is structured in two phases: PRELIMINARY and FINAL. 
1c. The PRELIMINARY PHASE begins on February the 4th,  2026, and ends on July the 12th, 2026. During this 
phase, the jury will evaluate the candidates’ applications. 
1d. The FINAL PHASE will be held from September 14 to 19, 2025, in L’Aquila, at the Auditorium del Parco. 
1e. To register, please complete the online form on the competition website and attach all required 
documents. 
 
2. PRELIMINARY PHASE 
2a. Candidates must make two videos available to the jury (details at the bottom of the page) and submit 
their updated CV. 
2b. Candidates selected to participate in the FINAL PHASE will be contacted by July 31, 2026. Their names will 
also be published on the competition website and social media. 
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3. FINAL PHASE 
3a. The FINAL PHASE consists in four parts, in which the candidates will conduct I Solisti Aquilani according to 
the program written below.  
3b. Each candidate may decide whether to run through or rehearse.  
3c. The jury has the right to interrupt at anymomen.  
3d. All admitted candidates will receive a diploma certifying their admission to the FINAL STAGE. 
3e. The final stage will take place at the Auditorium del Parco, Viale delle Medaglie d’Oro, L’Aquila. 
 
4. DETAILS 
 
STAGE ONE 
Dates: September 14, 15, and 16 2026 
  
Repertoire: 
W. A. Mozart, Serenade in G major K525 “Eine kleine Nachtmusik” 
F. Mendelssohn, String Symphony n.10 in B minor MWW n.10 
  
Each candidate will have approximately 15 minutes. 
Candidates who pass the STAGE ONE will be admitted to STAGE TWO. 
 
 
STAGE TWO 
Date: September 17th 2026 
   
Repertoire: 
N. Rota, Concerto per archi 
D. Shostakovich, Chamber Symphony in C minor, Op. 110a 
  
Each candidate will have approximately 15 minutes. 
Candidates who pass the STAGE TWO will be admitted to STAGE THREE. 
 
 
STAGE THREE 
Date: September 18th  2026 
   
Repertoire: 
B. Bartók, Divertimento for String Orchestra, Sz 113 
  
Each candidate will have approximately 25 minutes. 
Only two of the candidates who participated in the STAGE THREE will be admitted to the STAGE FOUR. 
 
STAGE FOUR 
Date: September 19th 2026 
  
Repertoire: 
P. I. Tchaikovsky, Serenade for Strings in C Major, Op. 48 
A. Dvorak, Serenade for Strings in E Major, Op. 22 
  
The fourth round consists of a general rehearsal and a public concert. Both the rehearsal and the concert will 
be evaluated by the jury.  
Each of the two candidates will be assigned one of the pieces in the repertoire. 
The assigned piece will be chosen at random and communicated to the finalists by email the evening before 
the final.  
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Each finalist will have approximately 60 minutes of rehearsal time.  
The concert will be held at 8:30 p.m. at the Auditorium del Parco dell’Aquila.  
The winner of the competition will be announced in front of the audience at the end of the concert. 
 
5. JURY 
Salvatore Accardo 
President OF THE JURY 
 
Claudio Buccarella 
I Musici 
 
Giuliano Carella 
I Solisti Veneti 
 
Maurizio Cocciolito 
I Solisti Aquilani 
 
Andrew Marriner 
Academy of St Martin in the Field 
 
Alberto Martini 
I Virtuosi Italiani 
 
Guido Rimonda 
Camerata Ducale di Vercelli 
 
Jan Willem De Vriend 
Wiener KammerOrchester 
 
 
6. PRIZES 
 
First prize € 6000 

1 concert as conductor in the 2027/2028 season of I Solisti Aquilani; 
1 concert as conductor in the 2027/2028 season of I Solisti Veneti; 
1 concert as conductor in the 2027/2028 season of the Camerata Ducale di Vercelli; 
1 concert as conductor in the 2027/2028 season of I Virtuosi Italiani; 
1 concert as conductor in the 2027/2028 season of Wiener KammerOrchester; 
Official diploma; 

 
Second prize € 2500 offered by CIDIM 

1 concert as conductor in the 2027/2028 season of I Solisti Aquilani; 
Official diploma; 

 
Diploma of Honor awarded by Maestro Salvatore Accardo, at his sole discretion; 
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7. CERTIFICATES 
7a. Candidates admitted to the FINAL PHASE of the competition will receive an Official Diploma. 
7b. Representatives of international artistic agencies and specialized journalists will be invited to be present 
during all phases of the competition. 
 
8. REGISTRATION 
8a. To register, please complete the online form (link in the menu) and attach the required documents. 
8b. Registrations must be received no later than 24:00 (midnight) UTC on Sunday, July 12, 2026. 
8c. The registration fee for the PRELIMINARY PHASE is €35.00; the participation fee for the FINAL PHASE is 
€400.00. 
8d. The registration fee and participation fee can be paid by bank transfer with the reason for payment 
“[Candidate’s Last Name and First Name] Concorso Antonellini” to the following bank account: IBAN IT58 
B030 6909 6061 0000 0198 995 BIC BCITITMM account in the name of Associazione I Solisti Aquilani Banca 
Intesa Sanpaolo Piazza Paolo Ferrari n. 10 Milano (fees to be paid by the payer) or PayPal (commissions apply). 
 
9. COPYRIGHT 
9a. The competition is a media event that will be recorded and broadcast live on television, radio, and any 
other media the organization deems useful for promoting the event. 
9b. By registering, participants authorize the organization to use their image, whether in photographs, 
audio/video, which may be used on television, radio, and other media (internet, etc.). 
9c. By registering, entrants also authorize the organization to use their name and image for press publications 
related to the competition. 
9d. Entrants must be available for interviews, photo shoots, and other activities related to the media aspect 
of the competition. 
 
10. FINAL RULES 
10a. The jury’s decisions are final and not subject to appeal; jury members are not required to provide 
justifications for their decisions to participants. 
10b. If there are former students (up to two years prior), assistants (currently employed), or relatives of any 
of the jurors, those jurors will not vote for that contestant. 
10c. The organizers will ensure fairness in the judging and will consider any reasonable complaints from 
participants; any complaints must be submitted in writing. 
10d. Registration and participation fees will not be refunded for any reason, except cancellation of the 
competition itself. 
10e. The competition will be open to the public from the First Round of the FINAL PHASE. 
10f. Sharing comments, images, and thoughts on social media is encouraged; audio or video recordings are 
not permitted. 
10g. In the event of any dispute, Italian text of this announcement shall prevail. The court of jurisdiction is 
that of L’Aquila. 
 
GUIDELINES FOR THE VIDEO 
A. The purpose of the videos is to showcase the candidate’s skills to the jury, so the conductor must be clearly 
visible, and a frontal shot is preferable; 
B. Videos featuring any instrumental and/or vocal ensemble are permitted; 
C. Candidates may provide links to videos featuring performances of pieces from any historical period; the 
jury will view no more than two videos; if candidates submit more than two, only the first two will be 
considered; 
D. It is possible to submit two movements or parts of the same piece; 
E. The videos must be available in streaming mode (no download required) and must be viewable without 
any restrictions; 
F. Candidates must submit a link for each video; 
G. The jury will view all submitted videos but is not required to view them in their entirety; 
 


